
 

  
 

Theme: Dimensions of Music Care 
                          Conference Speakers 

 

Neurologic Music Therapy – Dr. Corene Hurt-Thaut 

Corene Hurt-Thaut is internationally recognized for her clinical expertise in the 
evidence based practice of Neurologic Music Therapy. Her work includes a diverse 
range of clinical populations including stroke, Parkinson’s disease, traumatic brain 
injury, cerebral palsy, Multiple Sclerosis, Alzheimer’s disease, autism and 
psychiatric disorders. Dr. Hurt-Thaut was a research associate at The Center for 
Biomedical Research in Music at Colorado State University since 1997 and she co-

founded Unkefer Academy for Neurologic Music Therapy International Training Institutes. She is 
currently an Associate Professor at the University of Toronto. 
 
 

Sound and Patient Experience – Dr. Susan Mazer 
Susan Mazer has spent the past 25 years improving the patient environment as     
president and co-founder of Healing HealthCare Systems, producers of The 
C.A.R.E. Channel. Her area of focus is providing patients with a therapeutic 
environment of care that matches clinical excellence. Dr. Mazer writes and 
speaks extensively about hospital noise, speech privacy, elder care, and music 
and nature at the bedside. Dr. Mazer is also a performing jazz harpist, who has 

recorded more than 20 CDs. 
 
 

Current research from MaHRC, and SONATA, an interactive     
monitor for stroke rehabilitation – Dr. Michael Thaut 

Michael H. Thaut is Professor of Music with cross appointments in Neuroscience and 
Rehabilitation Sciences at the University of Toronto where he directs the Music and 
Health Research Collaboratory (MaHRC) and the Masters/PhD programs in Music and 
Health Sciences.  At Colorado State University (CSU) he was Professor of Music from 

1986-2015 and Director of the School of the Arts 2001-2010. He received a joint appointment as 
Professor of Neuroscience in 1998. He was Director of the Center for Biomedical Research in Music 
since 1994. Since 2016 he is He has been a Visiting Professor in medical and music schools around the 
world and was chancellor of the SRH University System in Germany. Dr. Thaut has authored/co-
authored about 250 scientific publications in multiple fields. His publications have appeared in journals 
like Frontiers in Human Neuroscience, Brain Sciences, Neuroimage, Music Perception, Biological 
Cybernetics and Movement Disorders. He is globally in demand as a keynote speaker on music, brain, 
and neurorehabilitation. His research career has been focused on the neural and psychophysical basis 
of music and rhythm perception and clinical application of music and rhythm to motor, 
speech/language, and cognitive training in neurologic disorders. He is the founder of the evidence-
based treatment system of Neurologic Music Therapy. 
 



 

 
 

Java Group Programs – Kristine Theurer 

Kristine Theurer is the Founder and President of Java Group Programs. Kristine has 
worked in residential care for over 20 years and is currently a doctoral candidate at 
Simon Fraser University in Gerontology. She developed and evaluated the Java 
Group Programs, receiving a number of research grants including the Michael Smith 
Foundation for Health Research and the Social Sciences and Humanities Research 
Council of Canada. She is author of three peer-reviewed research journal articles, 

facilitates workshops and staff trainings, and presents regularly at international conferences. With her 
continuing research she hopes to help address the epidemic of loneliness and depression by helping to 
bring the mental health needs to the forefront of the aging policy agenda. As a former music therapist, 
Kristine understands the potential for creative musical engagement to enhance resilient and creative 
ageing.  
 
 

Keynote Performance –Toronto Mass Choir 
For almost 30 years, the Toronto Mass Choir has been bringing its award-winning 
distinct gospel sound to the world stage. The choir broke new ground with the use 
of a 20-piece orchestra, and has released a full Caribbean gospel album showcasing 
reggae, calypso, ska and the fusion of jazz and reggae. The 35-member choir and 
four-piece band is comprised of members of various church denominations whose 

talent and love of God have taken them across the country and around the world. 
 

 
For the love of musicking – Brian Katz  
Brian Katz is an internationally acclaimed guitarist, pianist, recording artist, 
improviser, composer and music educator. As a performer and composer, he is 
noted for bringing classical and world music influences to modern jazz and 
various world music streams, and is highly regarded as a “free” music improviser 
where he blends many of his influences into coherent music statements. At the 

Faculty of Music, University of Toronto, Brian teaches a variety of courses that prepare prospective 
teachers of music for careers as elementary and high school music teachers as well as leads the 
Klezmer ensembles. At York University, Toronto, Brian instructs courses in contemporary 
improvisation, and classical, jazz and folk guitar. 
 

 

A global landscape of music therapy – Dr. Amy Clements-Cortes 
Assistant Professor, Music and Health Research Collaboratory, University of 
Toronto; Instructor and Supervisor, Wilfrid Laurier University & Ryerson Chang 
School; Music Therapist and Registered Psychotherapist. Amy has extensive clinical 
experience working with clients at end-of-life. She has multiple peer reviewed 
publications, including her new 2016 book Voices of the Dying and Bereaved, and 
has given over 100 conference and/or invited academic presentations. Amy is 

President of the World Federation of Music Therapy (WFMT), and Managing Editor of the Music and 
Medicine journal. She serves on the editorial review boards for five International journals 
  



 

Sing it Girls – a program for girls ages 7-12 who worry – Adrienne 
Pringle 
Adrienne Pringle is the President of the Canadian Association for Music Therapy.   
Adrienne has a Bachelor (1999) and Masters in Music Therapy from Wilfrid Laurier 
University (2003) and specializes in wellness, end of life care, and bereavement 

work.  As a Registered Psychotherapist-Music Therapist Accredited, she currently works at 
Carpenter Hospice in Burlington, ON and is the Director of Beyond the Studio in Oakville, 
ON.  Adrienne created the Sing it Girls program for girls age 7-12 with anxiety.   
 

Music Care Certificate Program – Sarah Pearson 
A music therapist, songwriter and professional musician, Sarah Pearson is a 
sought-after speaker and workshop facilitator in healthcare communities.  Her 
practice as a music therapist currently focuses on end-of-life care and supportive 
cancer services.  As the Program Development Coordinator for the Room 217 
Foundation, she educates and trains caregivers in the use of music in health 

care.  She holds a Master’s degree in music therapy, and is a clinical supervisor at Wilfrid Laurier 
University.  Sarah is also a working musician, songwriter and professional choral artist.  She is 
passionate about the role of the arts in supporting patient-centred practice in health care, and 
infuses creativity and vision into her workshops, keynotes, and conference presentations.  She lives 
and works in Kitchener, Ontario. 
 

REGISTER NOW 
See the full program and register at www.musiccareconference.ca or phone 905-852-2499. 

 

$125 Early Bird ● $145 Regular ● $95 for Students and Seniors 
Group rates of 5 or more available 

 

 

 
 

http://www.musiccareconference.ca/

