
               

 

CALL FOR ABSTRACTS 
FIRST INTERNATIONAL SYMPOSIUM ON INCLUSIVE LEISURE EXPERIENCES 

AT UNIVERSITÉ DU QUÉBEC À TROIS-RIVIÈRES, TROIS-RIVIÈRES, QUÉBEC, CANADA 

OCTOBER 22 - 23, 2019 

For a long time, leisure interventions with persons with disabilities have been mainly 
anchored in a therapeutic approach aimed at reducing deficits or impairment, with leisure 
posited as a ‘tool’ to improve the functioning of individuals. In recent years, a shift has 
occurred to focus on strength-based approaches centered on inclusion in leisure, with an 
emphasis on optimizing peoples’ well-being, lifestyle and everyday experiences. The focus 
is both on empowering people with disabilities to actualize themselves through meaningful 
activities that correspond to their interests and strengths. Many leisure researchers are 
working to develop models to support an inclusive experience. Despite these efforts, 
inclusive models have been slow to take hold. Even today, the integration of people with 
disabilities is too often seen as a problem when it should be seen as a social choice. It is, 
therefore, important to come together to identify research, policies and practices to reduce 
barriers to participation and to maximize access to inclusive leisure experiences.  

In that context, a group of researchers from Canada, United States and France are organizing 
an international symposium that will bring together researchers and practitioners who share 
an interest in inclusive leisure for persons with disabilities. The proposed event is part of this 
growing concern about the urgency of supporting access by people with disabilities to 
inclusive leisure experiences in the same way as other citizens.  

This call for abstracts includes scientific papers as well as presentations of inspiring practices. 
This approach will encourage the theory-practice dialogues in sessions involving the 

combining of scientific papers with presentations of inspiring practices. 

________________________________________ 

 

ABSTRACTS ARE DUE BY APRIL 15, 2019  
ACCEPTANCE CONFIRMATION BY THE END OF JUNE 2019 

  



MEMBERS OF THE SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEE 

• Kenneth Mobily, Ph.D., Professor, Health and Human Physiology, College of Liberal 
Arts and Sciences, University of Iowa, United States 

• Rodney Dieser, Ph.D., Professor, Leisure, Youth and Human Services, University of 
Northern Iowa, United States 

• Susan Hutchinson, Ph.D., Associate Professor, Recreation and Leisure Studies 
Program, School of Health and Human Performance, Dalhousie University, Nova-
scotia, Canada 

• Darla Fortune, Ph.D., Assistant Professor, Applied Human Sciences, Concordia 
University, Québec, Canada 

• Adrienne Johnson, M.A., Lecturer, Health and Human Physiology, College of Liberal 
Arts and Sciences, University of Iowa, United States 

• Frederic Reichhart, Ph.D., Maître de conférence, Responsable master 2 Conseiller en 
accessibilité, INS-HEA, France 

• Hélène Carbonneau, Ph.D., Full Professor, Département d’études en loisir, culture et 
tourisme, Université du Québec à Trois-Rivières, Québec, Canada 

 

MEMBERS OF THE ORGANISATION COMMITTEE 

• Hélène Carbonneau, Ph.D., Full professor, Département d’études en loisir, culture et 
tourisme, Director Laboratoire for inclusive leisure experiences, Université du 
Québec à Trois-Rivières  

• Marc-André Lavigne, Ph.D., Professor, Département d’études en loisir, culture et 
tourisme, Director of Observatoire Québécois du loisir, Université du Québec à Trois-
Rivières  

• Marc St-Onge, M.A., Director, Association Québécoise de loisir pour personnes 
handicapées 

• Marc-Antoine Gaudreau, Chargé projet, Association Québécoise de loisir pour 
personnes handicapées 

• Alexandra Gilbert, M.A.(c), Coordinator, Laboratoire for inclusive leisure experiences, 
Université du Québec à Trois-Rivières 



CALL FOR ABSTRACTS  

Title (maximum 150 characters) 

 

 

 

Presenters (names, organisation, email) 

 

 

 

 

Abstract (maximum 300 words)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Thematic session 

 
Please select the thematic session the more appropriate to you proposal 

□ Inclusive leisure in childhood 

□ Inclusive sport 

□ Tourism and inclusion 

□ Outdoor inclusion 

□ Inclusion and first nations 

□ Identity and inclusion 

□ Inclusion, art and culture 

□ Inclusion and aging populations 

□ Family and inclusion 

□ Awareness and inclusion 

 

Type of communication 

□ Scientific communication 

□ Inspiring approaches 

□ Poster sessions 

  

Type of presentators 

□ Researches 

□ Practionners 

□ Student 

 

 

Send to Alexandra.gilbert@uqtr.ca before April 15th 2019 
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